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In August this year I got email notification that my abstract to The Conservation 
Symposium 2020 had been accepted for an oral presentation. This was quite gratifying 
for me considering that I had submitted my abstract on the last hour of the deadline as I 
had learnt about the conference on the deadline day for abstract submissions. Due to 
COVID-19 challenges, the conference was held virtual and online. This meant preparation 
and submission of recorded presentation way before the start of the conference. I 
remember developing my PowerPoint presentation while in the field in a remote Island 
north of Kenya and doing the recording at midnight when it was all quiet in my 
surroundings, quite an interesting preparation process. 
 
After two months of preparation, the excitement and anticipation were building. This was 
my first time attending The Conservation Symposium, a conference that aims at 
facilitating the development and exchange of ideas and lessons pertaining to 
contemporary conservation issues in southern Africa. This is achieved through the 
integration of a broad range of disciplines in a meaningful way and creates or strengthens 
connections both within and between disciplines. Therefore, this is not your ordinary 
workshop where you meet people and listen to presentation from inside your ‘box’ but 
opens up the environment to learnt conservation approaches from a range of disciplines. 
This was my great motivation to be part of this conference, to open up my mind into wider 
range of conservation applications. 
 
The conference commenced on 2nd November 2020 with a training workshop. The second 
day we had four interesting sessions all focusing on conservation approaches at various 
land and seascapes. I was particularly drawn to the keynote for opening session about 
‘Conservation Approaches for Species Under Pressure’ that was delivered by Prof. David 
Lindenmayer from The Australian National University. He caught my interest when he 
talked about having an adaptive monitoring plan for ecosystems. Many times, we stick to 
old monitoring plans while emerging issues encroach our habitats. In Prof. Lindenmayer 



talk, he demonstrated how we can always adapt monitoring plans so that we can address 
emerging issues and still keep a long term data plan. 
 

 
 

 
 
I also engaged actively on the online discussion forum across various issues that were 
presented and contributed my knowlegde to the forums.  



 
My contribution to discussion during the workshop 

 
 

 

 

 



During my talk in day two, I engaged participants on a topic that is dear to me, ‘towards 
climate-resilient Marine Protected areas’. I showed how we can use resistance and 
recovery properties of coral communities, as one of many other components that can be 
used, to identify climate-resilient reefs that can be protected to steer the ecosystem 
through climate change era.  
 

 

 
 



Another interesting talk I would like to mention was on session 12 by Assaf Shwartz 
from the Technion - Israel Institute of Technology who spoke about conservation 
outside protected areas, describing designing multifunctional landscapes for the mutual 
benefit of people and biodiversity. 

 
 

 
 
 



The training workshop on statistical modelling using R, which was carried out on 
Monday the 9th of November, helped me learn a very important analysis tool that has 
made me better in my research work. It was quite difficult to grasp but I have been 
practising and playing around with my data to get used to the process. 
 
 
Most of my expectations towards the conference were met, however, opportunities to 
network were very limited on the online platform and the best that I could do was 
participate in discussions. I therefore collected a list of potential contacts of people that 
are doing research alongside my interests of whom I can follow up in future. I’m now 
looking forward to future conferences by The Conservation Symposia. 
  
I would like to extend my appreciation to West Indian Ocean Governance and Exchange 
Network (WIOGEN), GIZ and MeerWissen for funding my attendance to the conference 
and covering the Training workshop fees on Statistical Modelling using R.  
 
   


